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Thanks for coming - This as I will explain is an important area of work for us.

Low and zero carbon buildings has been a major campaign for Friends of the Earth Scotland for the last two years.  

Persuading the then Scottish Executive to put microgen polices into SPP6 is one of the two most significant policy changes in terms of lowering emissions from buildings during the time of our campaign.

The other is the now Scottish Government’s commitment to bring in Scandinavian level building regulations as proposed in the Sullivan report last month. 

We are really pleased that you have found the time to come here today.  I appreciate that both development management and policy officers have challenging targets and deadlines to meet. 

I must confess that I am an escapee from the planning profession, although I am probably even more unpopular with developers than you are.

Sadly after working for Friends of the Earth the chances of me returning to the profession are about as slim as Councillor Martin Ford being Donald Trump’s next Apprentice

There are occasions where planners can make a significant if not greater impact than environmental groups.  The micro-power policies that came out of Merton are one such example.   I am delight that Adrian Hewett is here to tell us about this.  

Before I go on to talk about the significance of the policy, and issues surrounding its implementation in Scotland, I would like to first set the context in terms of climate change.

2007 was a landmark year in terms of climate science - with the publication of the UN’s International Panel on Climate Change’s latest assessment.

There is virtually no doubt that we face run away climate due to rising emissions of CO2 into the atmosphere. The consequences are stark: 

Take Africa 

• By 2020, between 75 and 250 million of people are projected to be exposed to increased water stress due to climate change

• in some countries, yields from rain-fed agriculture could be reduced by up to 50%. 

• Towards the end of the 21st century, projected sea-level rise will affect low-lying coastal areas with large populations.

The cost of adaptation could amount to at least 5-10% of Gross Domestic Product (GDP)

Global impacts could be in the range of 5  - 20 % of GDP according to the Stern Report something that would felt in Scotland.

The key is to avoiding the worst impacts involves keeping concentrations of CO2 below 450 ppm so temperature rises stabilise around 2 c 

For Scotland this means an 80% cut in emissions by 2050, with significant reductions needed within the next 10 – 15 years 

This will require substantial investment and modification of our built environment, transport systems and methods of power generation. 

However, the Stern report demonstrates that this is money well spent compared to dealing with the damage to the global economy as a result of natural disasters and lost productivity of our natural systems.

Al Gore makes the point that this is not just an economic issue but a moral one - given the massive impacts of on the developing world.  Christian Aid, SCIAF and Oxfam have made climate change a priority campaign. 

The built environment is at the front line of the battle to reduce emissions. 

33% of emissions come from the buildings, according to the Scottish sustainable development strategy – so the sector is critical 

The level of these emissions will grow as the housing sector itself grows - at about a rate of 1% a year or more.  Demolitions are marginal in comparison. 

Tackling the existing building stock should be priority as over 2/3 of today’s buildings will still be with us 2050  however we need to stop adding to the stock of energy efficient buildings.  

Many existing buildings won’t reach an 80% reduction and demolition is not an option for many of them. So a 100% reduction to a zero carbon standard in new build is needed if we are to hit the 20% average across the whole stock by 2050.  

Studies into achieving a 60% target said this would have to be achieved within the next 10 years.  The Westminster and Holyrood Government’s are aiming for 2016 to bring in zero carbon homes. 

Whilst a lot can be done with insulation - micro-generation will be vital to get down to a zero carbon homes standard.  

Many existing properties will also need to see micro-generation retrofits to reach acceptable standards of energy use.  Hopefully, you won’t have to worry about this if the government introduces reforms to the GDPO this year.  

However refurbishments and extensions will need to be tackled through SPP6 style policies or building regulations. 

A lot of kit is needed - in the region of 4.5 million units. 37,000 per year by 2010 up to 97,000 2040 based on hitting a 60% target. SPP6 could deliver the bulk of the 2010 figure from 20,000 new build homes.

So far the flexibility offered by planning policies has been driving this agenda thanks largely to the Merton Rule of which SPP6 is a derivative. 

SPP6 is vital because it:

1. Delivers real carbon savings or at least reduces growth from the building sector.

2. Is much more flexible than building regulations, which have to be more prescriptive, at a time when technology is rapidly evolving.  A wide range of technologies can be deployed meaning almost any development can reduce its footprint to the required percentage. The options include:

Solar thermal, Solar PV

Ground Source or Air Source Heat Pumps

Micro-wind

Biomass Boilers and District CHP

Small-Scale Hydro

3. Generating demand establishes markets for manufactures and installers of these technologies.  Scotland leads the way in micro-wind with Windsave, Proven and Renewable Devices.

All technologies are cheaper to install in new build rather than retrofitting and have yet to benefit from economies of scale. 

Think mobile phones or broad band in terms of cost reductions.

Most would easily payback over the lifetime of an average mortgage. 

Requiring a 15% C02 reduction is not excessive given that a solar thermal system costing between  £1000 and £3000 will provide between 50 – 70% of hot water, this accounts for 10 -14 % of overall energy use in an average house. 

4. Better still the policy strongly encourages developers to go beyond existing standards - because by lowering the overall foot print of their building - using relatively low cost insulation techniques - reduces the need to install more expensive micro-generation capacity to meet the 15% requirement.  

It therefore favours innovative and progressive developers and forces the others to catch up.

Evidence suggests that the public also choose developments where micro-generation is available against standard developments.

5. The policy makes micro generation visible and aspirational.  This often leads to changes in the way people use energy as they become more aware of where it comes from.  

6. It compliments a decentralised energy system which leads to more efficient generation closer to source, reducing production and transmission losses. 

7. It delivers emissions savings at no cost to the Council and promotes renewables and new job opportunities in the area. 

8. It has been done before and there are lots of toolkits and case studies available on implementation.

So far so good but is any Scottish Council actually implementing the policy? 

Yes – Six Councils have an SPP6 policy based on recent FoI requests

At least two other councils will have supplementary guidance in force within a matter of months 

Two others have policies in their structure plan which will be translated into local plan policies eventually

However that still leaves over two thirds of councils without a an operational policy as we approach the first anniversary of SPP6 

Even the councils that do have a policy have yet to get into their adopted Local Plan.

Policies and percentages vary from council to council and some allow developers not to install micro-generation but make savings via other conventional measures. 

So it will be well into 2009 before the policy becomes fully established.  

2008 will be the year where policy is tested at local plan inquiries or possibly applicant appeals – however SPP6 should be a strong material consideration.  

More support and endorsement from national government would clearly be useful at this time. Until today’s event nothing has happened since SPP6 was published last March to promote the policy. 

Councils are clearly wary and nervous about implementation of the policy, several are awaiting further guidance or putting things off until they publish their next plan.  

FoES wants to see the policy adopted enthusiastically by innovators and champions in local government – not imposed by coercion.  That’s what today is about and many of the champions are probably in this room.

However, three things must be borne in mind:

1. All Council’s have signed the climate change declaration and should be adopting policies to demonstrate that their commitment is meaningful. Than means support for planning departments.

2. It shows that the planning system can be at the cutting edge of sustainable development policy – which has to be good for the profession.

3. Now that we have an SNP led government, how long will it be acceptable for Scotland to be five years behind an English Borough Council 

Finally would it not be great to travel home and see roof after roof of solar panels and think -  I made that happen. 

Thank you for listening 
